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Ethical Theory: An Anthology 5th ed. Russ Shafer-Landau. Wiley-Blackwell. 2013
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One of our basic conception about the human nature in our days tell us that man is nothing
but an egoist creature, or even more — an egoist animal, who seeks to maximize his utility
every time and everywhere. We see this in the social world, which we consider as a mere
collection of egoistic individuals, and in the economic and business world as a competition
in which each person act to maximize his utility.

At the same time, advances in technology and scientific research lead to perception the
human as a machine - a very sophisticated and complicated machine from every machine
we build, but still a machine that its (all) activities could be understood and characterize as
just an algorithm.

However, in face of these tendencies, the moral questions arise: What is the place of ethics
in a world if the human is just an animal or just a complex machine? What is the meaning of
being moral in the daily life in which we act only for our benefits? what is the place of moral
thought in a world run by economic consideration or in the technological world?

These are not simple question, and the answers might be complex. But they emphasize the
need for re-consider the basic ethical theories and examine their relevance for the
contemporary life.

In the course we will examine those question in 3 parts:

e In the first part we will learn the basic theory in ethics — Utilitarianism,
Deontology and the philosophy of Kant, Justice theories from Rowls to Nuzik and
the Virtue theory of Aristotle.

e Inthe second part we will examine the ways we can applied these theories in the
daily life and in social activity, environmental issues and in science, business and
more.

e During the course, students will be required to choose a study case regarding the
course content and to investigate the ethics issues and the practical ways to
apply it in the case, and to present it in the class.

By the end of the class, students will be able to discuss, compare, and create ethical arguments in
various spheres on contemporary issues.
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