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Architecture and sacredness
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This course is dedicated to the study of the intricate relationship between
sacredness and space. Sacredness as rooted in religious, ritual and moral
source has always been central to individual and communal existence, both in
its passive and active aspects. Characteristics of Sacredness attributed to
texts, places, sites, buildings, objects, persons etc. were translated in secular
societies to agents of changing values highly conceived.

Sacredness has always been integral to the architectural design, both as
source of inspiration and as its proper material, acting together as a domain
and sign of approval. Architectural and philosophical discussions have always
regarded Sacredness as a structural model with metaphorical and
metaphysical values which can be translated to formal and material principles.
These changing principles are central to both practice and theory of the Arts,
in general and of Architecture in particular, concerning the design of spaces,
buildings and interiors. Sacredness is usually implemented in absolute values,
such as purity, separation and sublime. However, these values are interpreted
differently in different cultures.

During the course the following issues will be discussed: definitions of
Sacredness, thoughts and architectural design concerning sacredness,
embracing or rejecting positions; the crucial role of architecture in
implementing sacredness or dismantling its value in religious or secular

compounds. This broad and charged issue with its ever-changing
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consequences will be discussed, in part, by visiting lecturers ranging from
arts, social sciences, humanities and sciences, as a proposal for an inter-
disciplinary dialogue between research fields, creative languages, eras and

cultures.
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Gregory Bateson, Mary Catherine Bateson, Angels Fear: Towards an Epistemology
of the Sacred, Hampton Press, 1988

Peter Blake, ed. An American Synagogue for Today and Tomorrow, New York: Union
of American Hebrew Congregation, 1954

J. D. Blavignac, Histoire de L'Architecture Sacree, BiblioBazaar, 2009

Richard E. DeMaris, the New Testament in its Ritual World, London, Rutledge, 2008

Emile Durkheim,The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, Translated and Introduction
by Karen E. Fieds, New York, 1995.

John Eade, Michael J Sallnow (ed.), Contesting the Sacred: the Antropology of
christian Pilgrimage, lllinois, 2000

Mircea Eliade, the Sacred and the Profane, Harcourt, Brace & World, New-York,
1959

René Girard, La violence et le sacré, Paris: Editions Bernard Grasset, 1972
(Published in English in 1977)

Kipling Gordon, Enter the king: theater, liturgy and ritual in the medieval civic triumph,
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1998

Esther Grabiner, "Workers' Synagogues":Secularism and Religiosity in the "People's
Houses" in Eretz-Israel; H. Taragan, N.Gal (Eds.); The Beauty of Japhet in the Tents
of Shem, Studies in Honour of Mordechai Omer, Tel Aviv, 2010, p.547 — 563

Peter Hammond, Liturgy and Architecture, London, Barrie and Rockeliff, 1960;
Columbia University Presss, New York, 1961

Maurice HIibwaches, La Mémoire collective, Press universitaires de France, Paris
1968 (p. 160 — 168, L'espace religieux)

Felicia Hughes-Freeland, Mary Markwell Crain, Recasting Ritual, Performance,
media, ldentity, London, Rutledge, 1998
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http://www.google.co.il/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22J.+D.+Blavignac%22
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Girard
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Michael Jeremy & Robinson M. Ernest, Ceremon And Symbolism in the japanese
Home, Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press,1989

Kisho Kurokawa, Each One a Hero: The Philosophy of Symbiosis, Tokyo: Kodansha
International, 1997

W. J. Mitchell, Iconology: Image, Text, Ideology, Chcago and London: University of
Chicago Press, 1986

Pippa Norris, Ronald Inglehart, Sacred and Secular: Religion and Politics Worldwide,
Cambridge University Press, 2004

Rudolf Otto, the Idea of the Holy, Penguin Books, London, 1959

Norberg - Schulz Christian, Intentions in architecture, MIT Press, 1968
("Symbolization”, p. 53 — 82)

Kostof Spiro, a History of Architecture: settings rituals, Oxford University Press, 1995

Mark Allen Torgerson, Espace sacré et architecture moderne, Editions du Cerf, 1971

Jean Vielliard, Le Guide du Pelerin de saint-Jacques de Compostelle, Macon, 1978

Sqgherin Wing, Designing Sacred Spaces, Routledge, New York and London, 2016

Victoria M. Young, Saint John's Abbey Church, Marcel Breuer and the Creation of
Modern Sacred Space, Minneapolis, 2014
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