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ISSUES IN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY AND THEORY: LABOR, WORK AND ARCHITECTURE
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After being confined to the margins, the subject of labor is returning to critical discourse, in part
because of the radical transformation in the organization and experience of work brought about by
globalization, deindustrialization and the information economy. Likewise, in the field of
architecture, the digitalization of contemporary design and fabrication has stimulated a rethinking
of architectural modernity in terms of its conditions of production.

The seminar examines the nexus of architecture and labor through four central lines of inquiry: the
historical transformation in the organization and meaning of work, and its effect on the social and
cultural constitution of modernity; the architecture of the workplace as it evolved in time; the
ideological function of architecture as legitimization of the social relation of production; and
finally, the status of the work of architecture as a labor process.

The seminar discusses key texts for theorizing labor: Marx, Benjamin, Webber, and Foucault.
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Tom Peters, Building the Nineteen Century  :Rp
Wolfgang Schivelbusch, The Railway Journey: The Industrialization and Perception of Time and Space
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John Ruskin, The Seven Lamps of Architecture
William Morris, "Art and Socialism"
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Frederick Winslow Taylor, The Principles of Scientific Management, :mxvp
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Walter Benjamin, "The Author as Producer"
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Nikolas Rose, Governing the Soul: The Shaping of the Private Self, The Subject at Work, :ax"p
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Michelle Murphy, Sick Building Syndrome and the Problem of Uncertainty, Chapter 2 Building Ladies
into the Office Machine, 35-47; Chapter 3 Feminism, Surveys, and Toxic Details, 57-80
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Manuel Castells, The Network Society, Chapters 3 & 4. IR
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Franco Berardi, The Soul at Work; From Alienation to Autonomy IR
Elizabeth Wissinger, "Always on display Affective production in the modeling industry”, in
The Affective Turn: Theorizing the Social
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