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Opera Class
Syllabus
Lecture: Prof. Tamar Rachum-Roth

Office Hours:
Sundays, 14:00, Vocal Studio — prior notice required

Course Description:

The Opera class will take the form of a workshop. Participants will practice arias as
well as different ensembles. The students will experience studies of various roles from
different operas and musical theater. The main themes of the course throughout the
following year will be as mentioned in the working plan that will be handed to the
students at the beginning of the year. If needed, auditions will take place. The students
will work with the course coaches who will examine their preparedness towards
working with the lecture. The work with Prof. Rachum will emphasize on musical
interpretation, character analysis and dramatization of the role. Sometimes, classes
may be run by the coaches alone in order to study and prepare the repertoire. At the
end of the year, an exam will take place. The final exam's grade will take the student's
participation in the first semester into consideration as well. The course is dedicated to
3 and 4™ year student. M.A. students will be allowed to participate upon special
request.

Course Grade:

60% - Written assignments, preparation of material, full attendance and the exam's
results

40% - active participation in classes.

Course Requirements:

The student will have to hand in works regarding all operas studies in the course.
Each work will include reference to the composer, playwright, era, content of the play
and interrelations between the characters with regards to all specific roles the students
will play during the course. The preparation of the roles will include familiarity with
the characters, implementation of the style of the piece and perfection of
pronunciation. All ensembles will be sung without scores in the original language.




The students may be asked to translate the pieces and to sing them in their mother
tongue for practice purposes. Attending the course will be conditioned by perfect
preparation of the parts both musically and text-wise.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

The course is meant to grant beginner students the basic grounds for operatic
profession and prepare them for future experience. The students are expected to
develop better diction and pronunciation abilities, to improve their stylistics and the
understanding of plot and characters in addition to improving their interpretation.




