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The Renaissance of the Uffizi: from duke Cosimo’s office building to a 21th
century museum
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Gli Uffizi, one of the oldest and most famous museums in the world holds the finest collection of
Italian Renaissance art. The extraordinary building was conceived by Giorgio Vasari in the
second half of the 16™ century under the commend of Duke Cosimo | de’ Medici, the new ruler
of the unified Tuscan state. The monumental U shape building turned only a few years
afterwards to a gallery, first private than public. Today, owned by the Italian state, the museum
is undergoing a massive reorganization in order to turn it to a 21th century museum.

The exceptional presence, among us, for a week during the semester, of Prof. Antonio Natali,
director of the Galleries of the Uffizi, will permit us
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