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By the middle of the 16™ century, the Islamic world was divided into four
distinguished empires: the Mughal empire, the Safavid empire, the Uzbek empire and
the Ottoman empire. Each of them was originated in the bosom of Turco-Mongol
traditions. In the course of time, each empire fuses its native traditions with other
traditions produced by neighboring cultures. The product of this fusion is designed to
support the political ideology of each empire. The art produced by each empire
reflects its own unique fusion of traditions. Nevertheless, the basic unity of Islamic art
remains evident.
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