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The questions dealing with “the end of life” has engaged humanity ever since,
as well as the question whether it is indeed the end or a new beginning. Funerary
culture had a considerable part in the occupation of the people in the ancient world,
and in this seminar we will attempt to study the myths and beliefs concerning the
world of the dead, the tombs’ shape and the artistic means in which the concepts of
the afterworld were expressed.

Israel is one of the important centers in which the different religions coincide.
We will try, therefore, to examine the uniqueness and the interrelations between the
different religions and their visual expressions from the Greek, Roman and Early
Byzantine world in the different religions and media: different kinds of sarcophagi,
painted tombs, funerary complexes etc.
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