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Divine life: Michelangelo in the light of his biographies, fame and decline
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Brief course description

Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) was not only one of the most productive and celebrated artists of
the Italian Renaissance. During his lifetime three of his biographies were published: the 1237 latin
version by Giovio, the 1550 Vasari life in of Michelangelo in Le Vite, and the 1553 biography
Michelangelo commanded from Condivi, as he was unhappy with the vasarian text. Ib 1568, after the
artist’s death, Vasari published a new version of Michelangelo life, in the second edition of his Vite.

We will conduct a cross reading of Michelangelo’s life and work with his different biographies. We will
the different sources discussing diverse metrologies in coping with such texts, and examine the different
results such approaches lead to, while we try to understand Michelangelo’s glory but also decline.
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