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“Dying Well”: The Art of Dying in the Middle Ages
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The attitude of a society towards death, in general and in the middle ages, in particular, can
tell us a great deal about the perceptions, expectations, believes and fears that dominated
peoples' lives during that period. The architecture of Death, its geography, and its art in the
middle ages reflected social and intellectual developments of the medieval society, and could
be used as a mirror of cultural perceptions of history, religion and morals.

Through the analysis of works of art related to death and burial, we shall attempt to
understand some of the keys perceptions about life and death in the Middle Ages and the
changes that occurred through time: How did medieval society understand the world beyond?
What was in store for the good Christian/bad Christian there? What were the relationships
between the living and the dead people? How the living did treated the dead? How did the

concept of death shape the concept of life?
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