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Dangerous Encounters: between Christian and Islamic Arts in Medieval Italy
and Sicily
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Geopolitical proximity, interrelations of trade and war, as well as Muslim permanent or
temporal presence in the region made Italy and the island of Sicily into areas of extensive
contact and encounter between Christian and Islamic arts in the fulcrum of the Mediterranean.
Who were the patrons, the audiences and the messages of the hybrid / eclectic art that arose
from such ‘dangerous encounters'? These questions shall be addressed through examining
selected artworks and artistic issues.
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