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The Things Which Are Not Seen: Utopia and Dystopia in the Renaissance and
Baroque Art
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From Plato trough William of Ockham to Leibniz, philosophers considered the actual
world to be one of many other possible worlds. Nevertheless, only in 1516, Henry
More coined the word utopia to describe a perfect hypothetic society. The
consideration of Utopia focuses simultaneously on the ‘good-place’ (eu-topos) and on
‘no-place’ (ou-topos). Facing the crises of the 16th century, which, amongst others,
brought about the Reformation, the Counter-Reformation, the discovery of the New
World and scientific developments, the need to find an ideal world out of the ‘chaos’
has become more and more relevant.

How did artists perceived and represented this invisible world?

In this seminar we will examine the realization of the ideal world and its opposite
(dystopia) in the art of the Renaissance and the Baroque.
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