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During a short period in Art history the witch’s question from Snow White could be a
matter of scientific discussion. Contrary to Horace’s view that beauty has no measure,
Renaissance humanists and artists believed it can, it should, and even must be defined. But
already in the middle of the 16" century, beauty turned to be a subjective matter, in the eye
of the beholder.

This course examines Renaissance theoretical thought, and its transformation from the 14"
to mid 16™ century. We will discuss the theoretical issues of Aesthetics, and the historical
events that influenced them. We will read and analyze the writings of Cennino Cennini,
Alberti, and Leonardo da Vinci, vis-a-vis examining the work of Giotto to Mantegna,
Botticelli, Raphael and others.
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Alberti:

Leon Batista Alberti, On painting, translated with introduction and notes by John R. Spencer,
New Haven : Yale University Press, [1977, C1960]

Alberti, Leon Batista, On the art of building in ten books, translated by Joseph Rykwert, Neil
Leach, and Robert Tavernor, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, C1988

Cennino Cennini:

Cennino D’Andrea Cennini, The craftsman’s handbook : the Italian "il libro dell” arte”, translated
by Daniel V. Thompson, Jr., New York: Dover, c1960

Leonardo da Vinci:

Carlo Pedretti, Leonardo da Vinci "on painting" : a lost book (libro a) Reassembled from the Codex
Vaticanus Urbinas 1270, and from the Codex Leicester. With a chronology of Leonardo’s treatise
on painting ; foreword by Sir Kenneth Clark, London : P. Owen, 1965

Leonardo da Vinci, The notebooks of Leonardo da 1'inci. Arranged, rendered into English and
introduced by Edward MacCurdy, London : J. Cape, c1956

Leonardo on painting : An anthology of writings by Leonardo da 1 inci with a selection of documents
relating to his career as An artist / edited by Martin Kemp ; selected and translated by Martin
Kemp and Margaret Walker, New Haven : Yale University Press, c1989

Leonardo da Vinci, A #reatise on painting. Translated from the Italian by John Francis Rigaud;
with a Life of Leonardo and an account of his Works by John William Brown, London : G.
Bell, 1892

The genius of Leonardo da V'inci : Leonardo da Vinci on art and the artist / the material assembled,
edited, and introduced by Andre Chastel ; translated from the French by Ellen Callmann,
New Yotk : Orion Press, c1961

Michelangelo:

Complete poems and selected letters of Michelangelo, translated, with foreword and notes,
by Creighton Gilbert ; edited, with biographical introduction by Robert N. Linscott,
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, c1980

Vasari:
Giotrgio Vasari, The lives of the painters, sculptors, and architects. translated by Gaston du C. de
Vere ; with an introd. and notes by David Ekserdjian, London : D. Campbell, c1996
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Ackerman, James S., Distance points: essays in theory and Renaissance art and architecture,
Cambridge: MIT Press, ¢1991

Comanini, Gregorio, (d. 1608), The Figino, or, On the purpose of painting: art theory in the late
Renaissance, translated, with introduction and notes, by Ann Doyle-Anderson and Giancarlo
Maiorino, Toronto, Buffalo, London: University of Toronto Press, c2001

Goldstein, Catl, Visual fact over verbal fiction: a study of the Carracci and the criticism, theory, and
practice of art in Renaissance and Barogue Italy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988

Blunt, Anthony, Artistic Theory in Italy 1450-1600, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978

Baxandall, Michael, Painting Experience in Fifteenth-Century Italy, Oxtord University Press, 1988.
29-103

Panofsky, Exrwin, Idea, A concept in Art Theory, Joseph ].S. Peak, trs., Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press, 1968. 47-99

Roskill, Mark ., Dolce’s Aretino and 1 enetian art theory of the Cinguecento, Toronto: University
of Toronto Press in association with the Renaissance Society of America, c2000

Sanders, Elma Barnes, Realism in Florentine painting, 1400 to 1465: practice and theory, Ann Arbor:
University Microfilms International [Publisher], 1990, c1984

Sohm, Philip L., S#yle in the art theory of early modern Italy, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2001

Schultz, Bernard, Art and anatomy in Renaissance Italy, Revision of thesis (Ph.D.) - University of
Pittsburgh, 1982

Tatarkiewicz, Wladislaw, History of Aesthetics, Vol. 111., The Hague: Mouton, 1970-74

Williams, Robert, Art, theory, and culture in sixteenth-century ltaly : from techne to metatechne,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997

Williams, Robert, Arz theory: an historical introduction, Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2004



