Modern North Africa: the Challenges of Colonialism
and Independence

Prof. Bruce Maddy-Weitzman
bmaddy@post.tau.ac.il, Gilman 424

Spring Semester, 2017
Tuesday, 14-16:00, Gilman 456

Requirements and Grading

Research paper — 75%

Additional assignments and active participation — 25%
Attendance — mandatory

Additional assignments: 3 written analytical summaries, of c. 300 words each,
to be written with a critical eye and connected to one or more of the themes of
the course. Two of the analyses will be of one or two of the articles in the
syllabus, the third one will analyze the movie “The Battle of Algiers” (this one
is due by week ten of the semester) The first assignment shall be drawn from
weeks 1-4 of the syllabus (due date: week five of the course); and the third
from weeks 10-13 (due date: end of the semester).

Required Book: Daniel Ziseinwine and Michel Abitboul, From Colonialism to
Nationalism: Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco (Tel Aviv, The Open University, 2005),
(in Hebrew).

Week One: Introduction
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L. Carl Brown, "Maghrib Historiography: The Unit of Analysis Problem," The
Maghrib in Question: Essays in History and Historiography, Michel Le Gall
and Kenneth Perkins (eds.), (Austin, TX: Univ. of Texas Press), 1997, pp. 4-
16.

Phillp C. Naylor, North Africa: A History From Antiquity to the Present
(Austin, TX: U. of Texas Press, 2009), pp. 1-14.

Michael Brett and Elizabeth Fentress, The Berbers (Oxford, 1996),
pp. 1-9
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Week Two: France’s Conquest of Algeria
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John Ruedy, Modern Algeria, The Origins and Development of a Nation
(Bloomington, IA: Indiana University Press, 1992), pp. 45-113.
Week Three: France Takes Control of Tunisia
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Kenneth J. Perkins, A History of Modern Tunisia. Cambridge: Cambridge
Univ. Press, 2004), pp. 10-73.

Week Four: The Jews of North Africa, guest lecture by Prof. Noam
Stillman

Samir Benlayashi and Bruce Maddy-Weitzman, “Myth, History and Realpolitik:
Morocco and its Jewish Community,” Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 9, 1
(March 2010), pp. 89-106, also appears in Moshe Ma'oz (ed.), Muslim
Attitudes to Jews and Israel (Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2010), pp.
126-41.

Daniel J. Schroeter, "On the Origins and Identity of Indigenous North African
Jews", North Arican Mosaic: A Cultural Reappraisal of Ethnic and Religious
Minorities, Ed. Nabil Boudraa and Joseph Krause (Newscastle: Cambridge
Scholars, 2007), pp. 164-77

Week Five: France and Spain Take Control of Morocco

C.R. Pennell, Morocco: From Empire to Independence (Oxford: Oneworld,

2003), 115-137.

Week Six: The Decline and Revival of Algeria During the Colonial Era
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Benjamin Stora, Algeria, 1830-2000, A Short History (Ithaca, NY: Cornell,
UP, 2001, pp. 1-27.
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Week Seven: Screening of film, “The Battle of Algiers”



Week Eight: Tunisia Towards Independence
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Perkins, pp. 73-129.
Week Nine: Morocco Towards Independence
Susan Gilson Miller, A History of Modern Morocco (Cambridge UP, 2013), pp.
120-61

Week Ten: Algeria: The Challenge of Independence
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Bruce Maddy-Weitzman, The Berber Identity Movement and the Challenge to

North African States (Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2011), pp. 66-84,
102-117.

Week Eleven: Tunisia: The Challenge of Independence
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Perkins, pp. 130-212.

Week Twelve: Morocco: The Challenge of Independence
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International Crisis Group, “Western Sahara: The Cost of the Conflict”, Middle
East/North Africa Report N°65 — 11 June 2007.

Week Thirteen: Identity and Politics in the 21° Century
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