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The acquisition of reading and research skills is crucial for our development as sophisticated
political thinkers and actors. In this introductory course, we will focus on the basics of critical

thinking, analysis, and argumentation: textual analysis, prose style, structuring claims, use of textual

evidence, etc. We will begin this inquiry with a discussion of the politics of language in public
debate and in academic discourse. What is at stake, politically, in our linguistic and rhetorical
choices? What is the role of language in creating and maintaining a democratic public sphere? In

the second half of the course, we will examine the concept of science, and ask whether it is possible

or advisable to study politics scientifically. Students can expect to enrich their analytical and
rhetorical skills and to develop a more elegant and persuasive writing style.
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Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny (lessons 9, 10, 11)
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http://www.phil.uu.nl/~yoad/orwell/politics-and-english-language.html
George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”
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George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”

Judith Butler, “A Bad Writer Bites Back”
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George Orwell, “A Hanging”
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Hannah Arendt, “Truth and Politics™
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Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty”

219N
Judith Jarvis Thomson, “A Defense of Abortion”
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Clifford Geertz, “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight”
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Robert A. Dahl, “A Critique of the Ruling Elite Model”

Peter Bacharach and Morton S. Baratz, “Two Faces of Power”

MTPR VOPL W 12NT/NOMTPR ATV 21XV (210

(m19%/01m91) m1avnon mTes :(13/12) 8 yhaw
W
Steven Lukes, Power: A Radical View
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Machiavelli, “Letter to Vettori”
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