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ISSUES IN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY: LANDSCAPE AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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In Western thought, landscaping has been assigned a subservient position to architecture, as
background to the architectural figure. But the relationships between two have been much more
complex, with shifting hierarchies and complex interactions between the two disciplines; in fact,
one of the major theoretical shifts of our time is the overcoming of the binary opposition between
the two fields, towards what Krauss has defined as ‘expanded fields’ such as ‘landscape
urbanism.’

The course will explore key concepts and approaches to the interpretation of landscape, with
special emphasis on the present pervasive role of space and landscape as metaphors for imagining
the condition of globalization.
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Week 1: Introduction: landscape/landshaft

30.10.19

Denise Cosgrove, "Landscape and Landschaft,” GHI Bulletin35 (Fall 2004)

THE CULTURE OF L ANDSCAPE

Week 2: "Third nature"

6.11.19

Readings

Raymond Williams, Keywords, "Nature"

John Dixon Hunt, Greater Perfection: The Practice of Garden Theory
Class presentation

Robert Smithson, “Frederick Law Olmsted and the Dialectical Landscape. ”

Week 3: Landscape and vision

13.11.19

Readings

Allen S. Weiss, Mirrors of Infinity: the French formal garden and 17th-century metaphysics
Class presentation:

The Sublime

Week 4: Landscape and civics

20.11.19

Readings

David Matless, Landscape and Englishness, Introduction 9-13, Ch. 2 Arts of living: Landscape
and Citizenship, 62-79, 90-100

Class presentation:
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Carl Sorensen

Week 5: Landscape and memory

27.11.19

Readings

TBA

Class presentation:
Cretto di Burri, Sicily

Class presentation:
THE EPISTEMOLOGY OF L ANDSCAPE

Week 6: Mapping and knowledge

04.12.19

Readings

David Livingstone, Putting Science in Its Place: Geographies of Scientific Knowledge
James Corner, "The Agency of Mapping"

Class presentation:

Biosphere 2

Rosalind Krauss, "Sculpture in the expanded field"

Week 7: Landscape and Strategy

Readings

Sun Tzu, The Art of War, Chapter 8: Classification of Terrain

Francois Jullien, Treatise on Efficacy; Between Western and Chinese Thinking
Class presentation:

Virilio, Bunker archeology

Gibson, Theory of affordance

MATERIALITY OF L ANDSCAPE
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11.12.19 Week 8: Landscapes of development

Readings

Brian Larkin, "The Politics and Poetics of Infrastructure,” Annual Review of Anthropology (2013)

Class presentation:

The German Autobahn
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18.12.19 week 9: Landscapes and Production
Readings
William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis
Class presentation:
Landscape Park Duisburg Nord
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25.12.19 Week 10: Landscape and Consumption
Readings
J. Urry, Consuming Places, Ch. 12, "The tourist gaze and the environment"
Class presentation:
Rob Shields, the beach as liminal space.
Eco-tourism

01.1.19  Week 11: Landscape and catastrophe
Readings
William Dickinson, “Changing Times: The Holocene Legacy”, Global Environmental History (2013)
Class presentation:
Living Breakwaters
The Chernobyl exclusion zone
The Gaia hypothesis

SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

08.1.20 Week 12: Class presentations

15.1.20 Week 13: Class presentations
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