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THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE MODERN MOVEMENT
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Modern architecture is unique in being self-conscious of its own historicity: the very concept of the
modern, while suggesting a break with the past, is based on the historicist notion that architecture should be
true to the ‘spirit of the age’. The modern movement’s principles were formed in part by historians who
interpreted it as it enfolded, and their account shaped its subsequent development, with each generation
rewriting the history of modern architecture as a way of self-fashioning itself via-vis its relation to
modernity. This graduate seminar provides the tools for critically analyzing the aims and methods of the
discipline of architectural history, and explores how historical knowledge interacts with practice.
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SECTION |: FOUNDATIONS

15.10.18 Week 1: Introduction
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22.10.18 Week 2: Modalities of History

Nietzsche, F. "On the Use and Abuse of History for Life" (Hebrew-selections)
Hobsbawm, E. “Is History Dangerous?”

29.10.18 Week 3: Method and rhetoric
White, H. 1980. “The Value of Narrativity in the Representation of Reality.” Critical Inquiry 7:1.
Kocka, J. 2009. “Comparative History: Methodology and Ethos.”

5.11.18  Week 4: History of Form
Wolfflin, H. Renaissance and Baroque,
Hegel, G.F. Lectures on Aesthetics, excerpts

SECTION I1: HISTORICIZING MODERN ARCHITECTURE
12.11.18 Week 5: The Founding Historians
Pevsner, N. 1936. Pioneers of the Modern Movement.
Giedion, S. 1941. Space, Time and Architecture.
Tournikiotis, P. 2001. The Historiography of Modern Architecture, 21-49.

19.11.18 Week 6: Postwar Revisionism
Rowe, C. 1947. "The Mathematics of the Ideal Villa," The Architectural Review
Goyet, F. 2013. “Comparison”, in Dictionary of Untranslatables.

26.11.18 Week 7: Ideological Critique
Tafuri, M. 1980. Theories and History of Architecture. "Operative Criticism", 141.
Tafuri, M. 1976. Modern Architecture.

3.12.18  Week 8: Discourse Analysis
Foucault, M. The Archeology of Knowledge
Goldhagen, S. “Something to Talk about. Modernism, Discourse, Style.”

10.12.18 Week 9: The Subject of History: Post-Colonialism and Feminism
Colomina, B. 1992. “The Split Wall: Domestic Voyeurism.” Sexuality & Space, 74-86, 98-114

17.12.18 Week 10: Minor Histories
Frampton, K. 1990. "The Case for the Tectonic."
Ockman, J. Toward and Theory of Normative Architecture

24.12.18 Week 11: Displaying history: the exhibition
Cohen, J. L. 2000. Exhibitionist Revisionism: Exposing Architectural History.

SECTION IV: THESIS PRESENTATIONS

31.12.18 Week 12: Class presentations
07.01.19 Week 13: Class presentations
00.00.2019 Seminar papers submission deadline

03-6406499 ‘0129 ,03-6409006 210 .69978 1"AXR 2N ,1"AXR TN ,NYI 012 NRN N™™R
TELAVIV UNIVERSITY, RAMAT AVIV, TEL AVIV 69978, ISRAEL, TEL. 972-3-6409006, FAX. 972-3-6406499; E-mail: gilas@tauex.tau.ac.il



