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Course syllabus: Introduction to Linguistics: Panoramic View, lecture course
Aya Meltzer-Asscher

Course no.: 0627-1010-01  academic year: 2019/20 semester: a number of hours: 2+2  degree:
B.A

Class will be held on: Mondays, 14-16, Webb 001
Reception hours: Sundays, 10-12, Webb 413, or by appointment
Telephone: 03-6405024

E-mail address: ameltzer@tauex.tau.ac.il

Names of teaching assistants: Hezi Shabanov, Maayan Weissman, Ola Garra, Carlo Meloni

Sections will be held on: Wednesday, 10-12 (Hezi); Wednesday, 14-16 (Maayan);
Wednesday, 16-18, (Ola); Thursday, 10-12 (Carlo)

E-mail address: Hezi: yechezkels@mail.tau.ac.il, Maayan: maayanw@mail.tau.ac.il, Ola:

olagarra@mail.tau.ac.il, Carlo: carlomeloni@mail.tau.ac.il

Prerequisites: Students who enrolled in semester b must have completed “Introduction to Linguistics:
Building a Theory” with a passing grade.

Course Description

The course introduces the main research directions in modern linguistics.
At the outset of the course, we'll define the basic assumptions and goals of modern linguistics.
During the course we’ll get to know the different research areas included in modern linguistics:

e Syntax, studying the structure of sentences

e Semantics, studying the meaning of sentences and of the units composing them

e Pragmatics, studying meaning as it relates to context

e Morphology, studying the structure of words

e Phonology, studying the structure of the system of speech sounds

e Language acquisition, studying the way in which children acquire their mother tongue

e Psycholinguistics, studying how speakers use their linguistic knowledge in language processing
and production

e Neurolinguistics, studying the representation of linguistic knowledge in the brain

Students will acquire knowledge that will enable them to analyze a variety of linguistic phenomena.
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Course Requirements

e The course requires weekly assignments, a midterm and a final exam.
e Midterm date: Moed A: 6.12.19 (09:00), Moed B: 10.1.2020 (09:00)

Refer to the following section: Grade composition

e Final exam date: Moed A: will be updated, Moed B: will be updated

Grade composition
e Midterm: 45%
e Final exam: 45%

e Assignments: 10%

Attendance;

e An 80% attendance rate is mandatory (lectures and sections).

e Students missing over 20% of classes — see section “Assignments”.

Sections
e Some sections will include additional subjects that will not be taught in lectures. These subjects are
part of the course material and may be included in assignments and exams.

e Students who are enrolled in sections (as well as the lectures, 4 hours overall) will be tested on the
materials taught in both lectures and sections.

e Students who are not enrolled in sections (but rather only in lectures, 2 hours overall), will not be
tested on the materials taught in sections, and are not required to arrive at sections - but they are
welcome to do so (this can only help in understanding the materials).

e Students must attend the section group to which they are enrolled.

e Important note: all students of the department of Linguistics must be enrolled in a section group.

Exams
e The exams and assignments are the same for students enrolled in sections and those who are not,
but they may include parts intended only for students enrolled in sections.

o The exams will include the subjects taught in lectures as well as reading materials (and the subjects
taught in sections, for students who are enrolled in them).

o The final course grade of students who receive less than 60 on the final exam, will be that of the
final exam itself.
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Assignments

o Assignments will be added to the course site by Tuesday, and will be submitted the following
Monday, before the start of class (by 10:00). Assignments can be placed in your teaching assistant’s
mailbox or submitted by e-mail.

e Students not enrolled in sections will submit their assignments to the same teaching assistant
throughout the semester. You can submit the first assignment to whichever teaching assistant you
like, and you will be informed later on of the specific teaching assistant to which you should submit
the next assignments.

e Assignments will not be scored, but rather receive either a "pass” or "fail” grade.

o In order to receive a "pass” grade, the assignment must be answered correctly, relevantly
and in full.

o An assighment graded “fail” will reduce one point from the course grade.
e In case of questions regarding an assignment, students should contact their teaching assistant up to
24 hours before due date. Any questions past that point will not necessarily be answered.

e Requests for extensions or late submissions will not be approved, excepting for cases detailed in the
university’s regulations.

o Unapproved late submissions will receive a “fail” grade.

e Students with an attendance rate of 80% and above may choose not to submit 2 assignments
(without affecting course grade). Any more unsubmitted assignments will reduce one point from
the course grade, each.

e Students with an attendance rate lower than 80% must submit all assignments. An unsubmitted
assignment will reduce one point from the course grade

e Consulting each other regarding assignments is permitted, however, identical or highly similar
assignments (according to the teaching assistants’ judgment) will receive a "fail” grade.

e Important note: parts of some assignments will be based on material taught only in sections.
Therefore, you may be able to complete an assignment only after the relevant section. Those parts
are intended only for students enrolled in sections.
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Schedule

Lesson | Date Topic Required Comments
reading

1 28.10.19 Intro to modern linguistics

2 4.11.19 Intro to modern linguistics

3 11.11.19 Intro to modern linguistics

4 18.11.19 Syntax

5 25.11.19 Syntax

6 2.12.19 Morphology

7 9.12.19 Phonology

8 16.12.19 Phonology

9 23.12.19 Semantics

10 30.12.19 Semantics / Pragmatics

11 6.1.20 Pragmatics

12 13.1.20 Neurolinguistics

13 21.1.20 Psycholinguistics

Note: This schedule is tentative and may change as the course progresses.
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