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Course syllabus:
Music, Gender and Queer lIdentity, in the Middle East and Africa
TPIMDR2Y NI NPT ATAR LIPOTIR

Lecture course

Lecturer: Dr. Moshe Morad
Course no.:
academic year: 2018 semester: 2 number of hours: 2 pw  degree:

Class will be held on: Wednesdays 14.00-16.00

Reception hours: by appointment

Telephone:

E-mail address: moshe.morad@gmail.com

Reading material: Will be provided during the course + list enclosed.

Course Description

This is the first academic course of its kind in Israel, dedicated to gender, sexuality and queer
elements in the music of Africa and the Middle East .

The course will examine the connection between music, culture, society and politics in the Middle
East and Africa, from a gender and LGBTQ perspective. We will enlighten and discuss both queer
elements in the traditions and history of the different cultural groups and spaces, as well as current
musical spaces and LGBTQ communities.

The course is inter-disciplinary incorporating texts and ideas from various disciplines: African and
Middle East studies, Ethnomusicology, cultural studies, gender and sexuality studies and queer
studies .

Some of the course's topic:

1. Understanding gender and sexuality in the African and Middle Eastern context

2. Religion, music and gender

3. Gender and sexuality in relation to trance and spirit possession in African and Afro-Diasporic
religions, and in the Sufi world

4. Women's songs and musicmaking in different traditions

5. "Queer" as an aesthetic and structural context in African and Middle Eastern musical cultures

6. LGBTQ artists and expressions in contemporary music scenes in Africa and the Middle East.

7. Arabic and Mediterranean music in Israel and the LGBTQ community

Course Requirements:

Attendance required.

Final course task — exam (80% of grade) + paper (20% of grade).
Paper must be handed in by the date of the exam.

03-6409457 /6406584 :0P9 ,03-6409998 :11971 .69978 1'ANR-7T1 ,1"AXR-TINT ,39040 T*T ,1V 011X NP
TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY, P.O.B. 39040, RAMAT AVIV, TEL AVIV 69978, ISRAEL. TEL. 972-3-6409998, FAX 972-3-6409457



TeL AVIV UNIVERSITY 2'N-XN NU'O1XMIN

1"0IR "7X01 1907 W7D N1 "DTN? NU21991

Schedule:
Lesson | Date Topic Required Reading | Comments
1. 7.3 Introduction to queer List included.
theory, and queer Relevant
ethnomusicological essays will be
research. uploaded and
+ Gender, feminism, and | referred to
LGBTQ in Africa during the
lessons
2. 14.3 Gender and music in

West Africa (roles,
instruments, dances etc.)

3. 21.3 Gender and sexualities
among the Yoruba.
Rituals, trance and spirit
possession in the Yoruba-
Atlantic religions (Cuba,
Brazil), and the role of
females, homosexuals
and trans people in the
worship

4. 26.3 Central and South Africa
— from polyphony and
gender among the
pygmies, to  polyphony,
apartheid, gender and
LGBTQ in South Africa

5. 11.4 AIDS and music in
Africa
6. 25.4 African divas: the

"mamas”, the protestors,
the "bigger than life", the
trans.

7. 2.5 North Africa — Music,
gender and sexuality. The
Gnawa, the Andalusian
music, Rai, popular and
traditional music.

The Sahara people — The
Touareg, refugees and
women of the desert.

8. 9.5 Gender, feminism and
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LGBTQ in the Moslem
world. (Middle East,
North Africa, South Asia)
From the homoerotic
Islamic poetry to the
Hijras. A cultural
overview.

9. 16.5 Sufi music in the Moslem
world (Middle east and
Africa). Gender,
Sexuality, Mysticism.
The "gender" division of
instruments.

Frame drums, women,
and homosexuals, in the
Moslem world.

10. | 235 Gender, sexuality, camp
and queer elements in
popular music of the
Moslem world in the 20"
century — From Egypt's
Oum Kulthum, via
Turkey's Zeki Muren, to
new Arab pop idols.

11. | 305 "A new Middle East" and
the Arab Spring — Gender
and LGBTQ in the 21%
century. Lebanon's
Masrou Leila and

"coming out".

12. 6.6 "Tel Aviv, Ya habibi, Tel
Aviv": Gender, Sexuality
and Israeli
Oriental/Mediterranean
music.

13. | 136 Summary: Music,

Gender, Sexuality, and
Queerism in Africa and
the Middle east.

Note: This schedule is tentative and may change as the course progresses.
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